ian Exultarion over 
and 'the Grave. 
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N order to prevent any * 255 reflections upon „ 

Author of . ſubſequent diſcourſe, it may = guar be 
amiſs to obſerve, that it is now nearly ſeven months 
oy it was preached, at Morley Old Chapel“; and 

ublication of it not being called for, till with- 

ma ſe few weeks f, it cannot reaſonably be ex- 5 
RE that it ſhould come out 2 the preſs, ver- 5 
batim, as from the pulpit: More eſpecially, when his 
readers are informed, that he — 6 without notes. 
He doth write juſt a ſkeleton of his ſermons, but even 
that very rarely, before they are preached. He hath 
by him, of this Diſcourſe, a few hints of the introduc- 
tion, the general diviſion, and fub-diviſions, under 
each propoſition ; ſo that he can promiſe, that the 
ſubſtance and ſentiment of it ſhall be ſtrictly adhered 
to. He humblyghopes, every candid reader will 
avoid cenſuring i or not being, in all reſpects, the 
ſame, as when delivered; this would be next to im- 
= for the above reaſons: Had any wrote after 

when it was preached, it might have afforded - 

ſome relief ; he: it is ſuppoſed, this was not 1 55 ©. 


caſe, 


One reaſon, which induceth the Author to com "0 
with the earneſt welt of his 8 to _ 5 25 4 


0 The Author of the following diſcourſe was occallonatly — 
to attend this ſolemn ſervice, on account of the Rev. Mr. Morgan, Phe - 
the paſtor of the church there, having for nine been „ 2 
and incapable of publickly officiating. - x bs 


+ The reaſon for this fence, e 55 
the relations of the bog and particularly the fi 


. it would be putting ras Author to too much trouble 
= - Az 


reer 
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#3 
zuͤblic, is, the Amettiönsw reception ĩt met v 
elivered, and the edification many profeſſed to have 
from it. "This. then, gave him much pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction; and it will greatly augment it, thould it 
pleaſe God the Spirit, to own the publication and 
Eadie of f it to the ſame i important 3 and deſirable end. 


It is wwrrker⸗ to be obſerved; this Scrinon was not 
Werbe ey the death of a perſon broken down with 
gage and infirmnity, or worn out with many days; but 
_ "by the death of one who died in her full ſtrength, ber 
Freafts being full of milk, and ber bones moiſtened with 
marrito : 70 teach us the uncertainty of our lives, 
and that we ſhould be, Therefore, fo ag T. 


PA it be Fur tettiatited ſhe died inſtiitd-bed & 


1 having, inſtrumentally, given life-to che infant, 
and the vin A Plane being "brought forth of the 
womb, and: lopt from the Tock, a few. days more 

_ Etapfin the ſtock and root dried up, and died away; 
fo tht no more. feeble ſhoots Will ever be emitted 
Nin his fubſtance. ' This may revel women in preg- 
"how precarious their lives We in fuck a Junc- 
rime, and be laying their acebunts with 
inſtruct thoſe children thus pro- 


bie 
Heath.” 1 


duced, e capable of conſideration, how important 


_ their Hives fare, coſt the lives of the mothers 
that brought them forth; and what care they ſhould 
. take of chem, and how much they ſhould be 8 
2 nd them in dhe ſervice, Fd: for the Bades 
ene preſerved them alive, as the bran 
when he cut 205 the ſtocks which bare them. 
For! 209. 229 {$6 N $7 4d 35; +2 255 2g» 
bs As death, conſet went upon fin; and the wrrreigd 
—— of God, is common to all the ſons and 
daughters of Adam, be it obſerved, that the following 
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. Job xxi. 24. | + Matt. Wir. „ 
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cededg bot db 4 feriouis addreſs,” and ſolemn admoni- 


tion, to che living, to be making due and diligent 
preparation for it's a The. intention, there- 


fore, of che Author is to ſheve, what is the fundamen- 


tal cauſe of our acceptance with God, as fallen crea- 


tures; and likewiſe how it is made to appear, in 


the courſe of Divine Providence, and by the methods 


of grace, that we are accepted. This is of the greateſt 
importance. He would endeavour to make uſe of the 


moſt cogent arguments, and the moſt perſuaſive lan- 


guage he is maſter of, in order to prevail upon his 
readers to make their ſouls — intereſts, their 


principal concern. Should his end, in this 
be obtained, his moſt ſanguine expectations, and ut- 


moſt defires in reaching, and now in printing, will 


be accopgghſhed. | . Je 


Wharever reception this Diſcourſe may have with 


his readers, the Writer humbly hopes they will ſee it 
their duty to pray fervently for him, who thereby will 


eſteem himſelf very much obliged; in hopes of which, 


be ſubſcribes himſelf, dear readers, your precious fouls 


<2 


WELL-WISHER, 
Affectionate Friend, 


and Servant in the Goſpel, 


4 


for Cuxntsr's Sake, e 


April 19, 1780, 


1 
Ye * - 
* 


Guvensen, James Aſhwortn. 


3 py G 

* N. B. It is not erpected that the aden Diſ- 
"= courſe, ſhould it fall into the hands of curious critics, 
1 rſons of mere ſpeculation in Religion, will af- 


: 
| 2 fo them much entertainment z nor was it the. deſign 
| 


of the Author that it ſhould. . His intentions, in de- 
Ly 5%: upon = concurring influences of the Divine 
pirit, are the ſpiritual profit and edification of the 
' * dear children of Gob; in — with a 
= ing deſire, that ſome careleſs finner may be | It 
þ to due thoughtfulneſs about being intereſted in - 
noble and neceſſary victory, which is treated of in the . 
enſuing performance ; than which, nothing is of | 
greater n 


* . Th r 


1 CORINTHIANS XV. 55, 56, . 


O Death, where is thy fling O Grave, nies * 
thy vittory? The fling of death is fin; and . 


Atrengtb of fin is the law. But thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the "I ee our 
Lord Jeſus ca. 


dren of men are peculiarly happy, who can, 
in their dying moments, adopt e Apaſtle's 


triumph in the words of our text. Such have their © - 


hopes full of immortality and eternal Hife, T Mele, 
Death doth not wear the formidable appearance f the 
King of Terrors; but of a kind — who hath 
his miſſion from Heaven, to convey the heirs thereof 
to the poſſeſſion of their inheritance. Igt it he care- 
fully remembered, that this is only the pi ilgge of. 


thoſe, who have here paſſed from death unto Mfes. "VP 
. 


are accepted of God thro' Chrift, in whom ſinners one 
can be, and really are, accepted. (a) All that his. 
world contains is not equal to this, nor can it com- 
penſate the want of it. What ſhall it profit « man " i 
he ſhall gain the whole world, and. loſe fla own ſoul? or. 
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3 ICC 
Certainly nothing. There is nothing of the world, in 
value, equal to the foul . . 
The world, to a dying man, muſt, of neceſſity, 
of little importance. It may be painful to 
ofe who have loved it, and been incapable of re- 
liſhing any pleaſures, but what are limited to it, to 


think of being ſeparated from it; yet, they can't 
but ſee the propriety of the Wiſe Man's concluſion; 
Vanity of vanities, ſaith the preacher, vanity of vanities ; 
all bis vanity (c). Again, ſaith he, all is vanity and 
- wexation of ſpirit (d). To ſeek for happineſs in this 
world, is a vanity emerging out of yanity itſelf. Va- 
nity is inſcribed upon the world's beſt enjoyments ; 
and vexatipn- of ſpirit upon its worſt,” It is really 
amazing, that ſuch numbers ſpend ſo much-of their 
precious time, in the any ny of it; and let 
out ſo much of their warm affection upon it! It is, 
in the ſolemn and awful views of eternity, labouring 
for the very wind; and the ſetting our hearts upon that 
which really is not (e). And, O how great, will the 
diſappointment be, when their hearts muſt be torn 
from the idolized object, with, Thou fool, this night - 


ſhall thy foul be required of thee (F); and no longer leave 
them capable +. aubol themſelves out of breath, 


after this phantom !, May God teach us all its emp- 
tineſs, and engage us to ſeek ſomething more ſub- 
ftantial, durable and ſatisfaRory! oo © 


This chapter, from which theſe words are ſelected, 
is, probably, one of the moſt excellent, comprehen- 
ſive and ſublime, of any in the whole volume of in- 
ſpiration. It contains a compendium of all the doc- 
ttines of ſalvation. The Apoſtle, here ſhows his be- 
loved friends at Corinth, under the endearing ap- 
pellation of Brethren, that he declared unto them the 
goſpel <obich he had preached unto them, and which thiy 
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f R (c) Ecc. i. 4) Ece. ii. 17. (e) cc. v. 16. 5 
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* a bad r. and by which they were ſaved, if they kept- 
3 in mem 
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bry what he bad delivered unto them, unleſs they had 
believed ifi- vain. (-) The doctrine which he had 


preached, and with the greateſt propriety, ſtiles The 
Goſpel, was, the deatb, reſurrefion, aſcenſion, ſeſſion, 


and interceſſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : that it is thro' 
his ſufferings and death, that ſinners are ſaved ; and, 
by this grand expedient, the worſt of ſinners have 


been, and yet may be ſaved : for the blood of Chriſt 


cleanſeth from all fin. (H) He ſhews, that Chriſt died 
for, or becauſe of our ſins. (i) Then he proves, by 
inconteſtible arguments, his reſurrection, from. verſe 
4 to 21. Afterwards, he attends to the reſurrection 
of the ſaints, or the myſtical body of Chriſt, with the 
glorious advantages of it, from verſe 21 to 55, and 
cloſeth the whole with the noble triumph in the words 


of our text! 


I fhalll; by way of illuſtration, juſt touch a little 


upon the two firſt of theſe verſes, and then confine 
myſelf unto the laſt; where, I apprehend, the ſub- 
ſtance of the whole is contained. Doubtleſs, there is 


included in it, both the cauſe of the triumph, and the 


triumph itſelf. O death, ſaith the Apoſtle, where js 
thy ting? Here he propounds a very intereſting and 


important queſtion, with heroic courage and valour. 


ce © death, thou that devoureſt thy thouſands at a 
ce N is that, in thee, which is fo. hurtful 


6e and horrible to the vm believing ſoul? Thou 


© hadſt a ſing ones but where is it now? It is caſt, 


«left, and loft, in the Lord Jeſus Chris, the believer's 
ec head or ſurety.” By death, the believer is only 
caſt info a gentle, ſweet and ſound fleep, and ſhall 
15 4 _- MT PS HS Was 
The infulr, or challenge, is again renewed with re- 
ference to the grave. O zrave, ſaith he, where: ts "7 
vifttary? O thou that receiveſt death's victims, and, 
+ for à time, tetaineſt then as priſoners and captives; 


56S 1050 Vid. verſes 1, 2. (5) 1 John i. 7. (vid. e bi. 25 0 


B en 


1 10 


' 5 « Chriſt hath, by paſſing thro. it, made ft and 
; | te ſweet, or to be a place of agreeable repoſſ. There 
; | the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the weary are at reſt. 


it thing to keep and maintain the victory. Here both 
| death and the grave will fail. The adorable Jeſus ad- 
iF drefſes them both in the following manner; I wil! ran- 
11 ſom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them 
| from death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will 
. thy defirutlion :* Repentance ſhall be bid from mine eyes. (I 
If | This ſeems to be the very pafſage, which our divinely 
. inſpired Apoſtle hath in view, in the words under 
U conſideration. From it, we ſee, what will be the iſſue 


is of the extravagant boaſt of death and the grave to a 
1 | child of God. Chriſt, by riſing, exhibits a pattern, 
[| and gives a ſure and pleaſing earneſt of the certain re- 
it ſurrection of all his members, By dyi 25 
i} him that had the power of death, that bs he Too: () By 
5 his wonderful . he juſtly claims a 10 ght of 


And yet n a ting, and the grave a vic- 
tory ; but not to hurt the believer, but the unbeliever. 
It is added ; the ſting of death is fin. Unpardon'd fin! 
Uncancel'd guilt! The conſequence of death, to 
one under the power of a carnal mind, is truly awful ! 
Theſe will be amongſt the goats, upon the left hand 
of Chriſt the Judge, at the laſt tremendous day; to 
whom he will ſay, Depart from me, ye carſed, into everlaſtin 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. (p) Painful 
ſting this indeed ! The anguiſh of foul * ſhall have, 


[\ q being the reſurrection and the life, (z) This ſame Apoſtle 
Bb . when writing to the church at Tbeſſalonica, 
|! that they alſo which — in is Fes, God will bring with vim 
| 3 from the grave, (o) 
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will 


®. 


ee where is thy wi Hory ? Thou art only the bed which Þ 


bere the priſoners reſt together, they bear not the voice of 
the oppreſſor (k) It is one thing to get, and another 


(4) Job. iii. 17, 18. 0 Hoſ. xiii. 14 (=) Heb. ii. 4 | 
(=) John xi. 25. (e) 1 Theſſ. iv. 14.—and ay iv. 14. 


(p) Matt, xxv * 


| Wh... 

will cabſCahem to weep and gaſp their teeth! (g) Yea, 
their WI . their fire is not „ (7) 
What a ſting is this! May ſinners take it into due 
conſideration, leſt by continuing in ſin, they eternally 
experience the keen and heart- piercing effects of it 

Fhe Apoſtle further adds; and the Hrength of /in is 
the law. By which we are to underſtand, that fin is 
the tranſgreſſion of the law(s); and that the law only can 
ſhew the dreadful aggravations attending it. For when 
the purity and 1 wr ways of the law is once ſeen, and 
known; ſin muſt, then, of neceſſity, appear exceeding 
finful : (t) and the. oftener it is repeated, the more 
melancholy muſt the ſtate of the unhappy delinquent 
be. No doubt, the law, in its holineſs, juſtneſs, and 
goodneſs, will be produced againſt the impenitent un- 
delleving ſinner, and his violation of it be the ulti- 
mate cauſe. of his eternal undoing. The ſoul that fin- 
nei it ſhall die. Every one ſhall die for his own fin, 


5 . * 


and not anather's. (u) Hence, the impenitent are 


bid to depart, under the character of workers of ini- 


quity. (x) | Bur, from all theſe awful conſequences, 


the believer is exempted, as the Apoſtle makes it evi- 
den.ly to appear 
to Cad, which groeth us the viftory, thro our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : or that delivereth, and freeth us from death's 
Ting, and the retained ,vidory and conqueſt of the 


In further ſpeaking from theſe important words, 
give me leave to call your attention to the ſubſequent 
method: OR (a * NS 


I. I ſhall attempt to point out, to you, the funda- 
mental cauſe of this noble and grand triumph; 
that is, God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſh, 


| (9) Matthew xxv. 30. 705 
(5) 1 John iii. 4. () Rom. vii. 13, (2) Ezek. xvitt. 4. 
(x) | tt. vii. —_— | vs. was . 
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in the following verſe :. but thanks be 


G Mark ix. 44+ 46; 48- 
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| mental cauſe of this noble e Fo 15 
is, God, through our Lord Jeſus brit.. 


of this triumph de to God? 1 
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I. I ſhall endavour to 0 deſcribe tha 2 
with propriety, may t the boa fumph - 
i ms en 

. III. 1 all obſerve, how Fe cb 8 

„ x nected wich, and reſults from the above pre- 

miſes: Thanks, faith e be to God, &c. 

E And then, cis ; | r 


Tv. and laſtly, Conchide with a wer 580 67's "a 

: of 9 e Sp 

wi 8 An ao 
I. I mall attemp t to Soi you, ee 

t ir 


Aon 

In the admirable cauſe of td, are are two 
things worthy of our attention, viz, Firſt, That the 
eſſential cauſe of our ſalvation is-Ged. . 
hat it is God, thrangh our Lord Fife Cn en Ls 


230, 


"I 4D + * 


. Firſt, The-eſſencigl cauſe; of this triumph is God; 


thanks ne FRO: "Es 37:3 aid 1825 od 72 eilt * 0 gur 8 4 


When the cauſe of this rridmph is aſefibecg tc 
wo are to. underſtand it of Goa the Father; 
whom we had firmed; whoſe Alle art x 
curred ; to whoſe” holinefs we were. odic 
whoſe wrath and — we were ae 
But in what reſpects, with propriety, may the cauſe 
"apprehend 
in the following. * is of nie 1516 f tk dom: 


2650 
chan 
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and to 
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| of his er and of his free donation. An . 4 Pl 


5 5 "This 280 * d in che love 'of 


It 1s $54 to hw, that all Pil bleſſings have 
the love of God as their origin, ſource, fountain, and 
ſpring. God's love to his 1 is, like, himſelf, 


* c 
« ©” 


A 


— eternal; 


E 

eternal ( and, ſimilar to himſelg, aits invariable- 
neſs (z). The very, gift of Chriſt, the grand medium: 
through whom ſalyation comes, is attributed ta. the 
inconceiyable lave. of God (4). It is aſſigned as dove 
of an aſtoniſhing kind, that We ſhould be called thei font 
of Cod (5). God's: love, in the matter of redempti 
Ae irigk is 257 ep * maſt aher un 
el'd, and incom e (e ay, t very coye- 

nant of 1 itſelf has the love of God for its 
origin, (vid. Jer. xxxi. 3. taken in connection with 
verſes 31, 32, 33 And 34.) Thus, it evidently ap- 
pears to me, nod the . of * triumph ein 


er n :- or wn 2c 
2. leit leſs evident; unt it originate 10 his fic 
wiſdom.” 1 . 10 ENOLZ a he 


ban ob. * 1 297 

Let a us 5 for a few. ew moments conſider the Rate in 
which. n an was created obligations he was 
under, of obedience to 8 7 adorable Creator. Let ha 
copſidet kim 5 under the lav, and capable * 
ing it; being: as pure, ſpiritual, and per oh * 
Was. cer us further attend to the awſul 


27 ed to „ day thou eateſt thereof. 
ſhalt ſure 


after, all,, he cats 3 
thereby Lan lie Gel. . um 5 


whole poſterity. What muſt he now do? What can 
any created being do for him? Nothing 
ty attends them all (e). „ m enough 
to find qut an expedient, or to che all-effecting 
hag, No; chen highest — in chis reſpect, 
with all their capacious powers, arc, 3 
fobliſh, and learn viſdom the aſtoniſhing 
ſcheme (). Should this queſtion. have been pro- 
pound ded i in heaven, How ſhall fallen man be 3 


to, and again enjoy. the, image, favour, and friend- 


(3) Jer. xxxi. , 3 (z) Mal. iii. 6. a) John iii. 16. 
(4) 1 John iii. 1. @ t John iv. 1 00 7 i. 1. 
95 Kam. v. 6. J Eph. iii. 10.—1 Pet. i. 
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ſhip of his Creator? No doubt, profound Alencs 
would have pervaded the bliſsful realms. He that 
employed his wiſdom in firſt forming man, muſt again 
engage it- in redeeming him; or in mea, aig ſtu- 
Tod mercy hall got fhine forth with 1 diffingülthed 
luſtre, lo, he, in his infinite wiſdom, undertakes to 
reſtore ruin d man ! Who doth he fix upon ? The 
the ever · to- 
be. remembered plan, could come under the law, fo 
as*to give its required obedience z and under the 
curſe of it, ſo as to endure it; and, as the h happy 
effect thereof, the law receives its ſanQion; and 
believing ſinner a falvation, every way conſiſtent with 
all the attributes and perfections of Jxnovan;yeca, 
the law doth, and muſt, vindicate the believer as juſt 
in being ſtißed. And that this goeth' under the 
idea of Wiſdom, is evident from the following paſ- 
ſages :—Cbrift the wiſdom of God(z) fois th terigen, 
his manifold wiſdom. (5) It is rred to be the wiſttom 
of God 4 even the bidden wiſdom which Co 


 @rdained' before the world unte oar glory. (f) All theſe 


if God of 4e evidently ſhew,” that the wifdom 
1 is eſſen W trium » 
And no! less, 1 BF . 0 


3. Is his power exhibired in the execution of this 


| wel e. en tr 210 7% 


It is che al power of Sd Stack revs wi 
Goſpel ſucceſsful : A arias „ ond Apollos s may 
water, but" it is God that es be increaſe. (k) The, 
heart is renewed by the power of God (1). Faith is 


 _ wrought and planted there, by the exceeding grearnefs 


. of his power (w). Nay, in etic la gs 
his power is -er e th | 
al Ee ba (6) Epb, ji 5 OLE 


x Cor. ii. 6. 0 Eph. 1 25 Ip * 
. Redeemer's 


„ 


Redeemer's 8 (7). The ſucceſs of the 
Goſpel depends upon faithfulneſs of God. For 
this reaſon, the Goſpel 1s termed. the power of God te 
ſalvation to every believer (o). Nay, it is 1 the 
power of God in the very abſtract (p). Be aſſured, 
that nothing ſhort of 1 can reach the caſe 
of the . ſo as to remove ride and prejudices z 


and to 8 his heart to the — — ſcheme of 


the Goſpel, and bring his ſoul to poſſeſs the rich 


treaſures of i it; and it is by the power of God that 


believers are raiſed at the laſt day (2). The paſlages 
quoted above, I apptehend, have their natural mean- 


ing and genuine 1mport. It is equally as certain, 


4. That this triumph is founded upon the ee do- 


nation of JzHovan. 


Salvation is as much the gift of God, as if Chriſt 
had not died for ſin. Chriſt s death wrought no 
change in the Divine will, or purpoſe ; but only 
opened a way for the diſplay of all the glorious per- 
lections of his nature. Repentance is God's gift; 
Then hath God granted, or given, to the Gentiles repen- 
tance unto Ife ( Ly 


is the gift of God :—Unto you it is given in behalf of Chriſt, 


ot only to believe an him, but alſo to ſuffer for bis ſale (s). 


Eternal life is the gift of God; The wages of fin is death, 
but the gift of Gad is eternal lfe, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord (t). The whole of what is incl 


wiſdom, and ene eee, and redemption (#). 


Thus it demonſtratively appears, that the . of 
this triumph is * This leads me, 


(a) IC. xlix. 7. | (69 Rem. i. 16, (p) Ou i. 24. 


40. 1 Cor. vi. Adds xi. 18. ( Bob. f. 8, 
Wil. i. nts hag (e) 10 4 23. i (4) 1 Cor. 4 30. 1 


8 rcend, 


* TOs 
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Faith is the gift of God; by grace 
are ye ſaved, COR One ng yourſelves © it 


ed in the above- . 
cited ſcriptures, is contained in thoſe memorable 
words of the Apoſtle-Paur, Who of God is made unto us 
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_ our Lord Jeſus Christ. 
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TIES To obſerve; that it is God thro” our” ah 
Feſus Chriſt. Thanks be to God moo 1 as the wary 


1 
8 A 


This! is capable of proof from A Meriphuns/ to which 
we ought always to have recourſe, both for doctrine 
and practioe. Let the ſubſequent particulars be cloſe- 
ly attended to. That it is this? the covenant made 
with Chriſt :—His- becoming the head, ſubſtitute or 
— of his people: His being reſponſible for them, 

the conditions of the covenant devolving upon 
himſelf :—His actually diſcharging every obligation he 


brought himfelf under;—ſo as that the law was mag- 


nified ;—God, as the God of juſtice, was ſatisfiec; and 
hath ſignified it, by ſetting his broad ſeal to it, in 
raiſing, receiving, and admitting our Lord Feſus Chri/t 


to plead in the behalf of his church; —and in — 


converting, juſtifying, ſ: anctifying, and Senf thei ther 


1. Lobſerve, that chis wrumph i is thro' a 
nant made with Chriſt. Linn OY 


That the grand n ien 8 the Father and 
the Son are delivered down to us in the form of x 
covenant, is very plain, from the inſpired volume? 
And, that the reciprocal engagements therein ref 
the redemption ws ſalvation of finners, is equally as 
evident. The Father inſiſts upon the rights of his 


juſtice, and to receive ſatisfaction for the inzury done 


to himſelf by the violation of his law. The Lord 

eſus Cbriſt, on his part, ſtipulates perfectly to perform 
all this. The Fatber engages by promiſe and oath, that 
in bleſſing be cvill bleſs him. (x) Here you ſee there. is A 
mutual agreement, for the covenant of peace woas between 


. them both. ()) We read of God making @ covenant 
with his choſen (z)—Of Chriſt being | given 45 4 Kernen 


(x) Gen. xxii. 17, 18. ads with Gal. iii. 167 + 0 
00 Zach. vi. 13. (.) Pl. I&xxix. . = = = 


of. 


| 1 
of the people (a): of Ibe blood of bis covenant (b) :—of 

is covenaht being ordered in all things and ſure (c): 
of the teſtament, and of the death of the teftator (d) :— 
and of his obedience unto death, which ſignifies that he 
came under an obligation. (e) Hence the rich and 
ineffable bleſſings of grace are called the /ure mercies of 
David; becauſe they are new-covenant mercies (F): 
and the covenant of grace, or redemption, is term- 
ed a better covenant, or teſtament (g). But, 

2. Chriſt is the head, ſubſtitute, or ſurety of this 
covenant, in the behalf of his church and people ; 
or in what he did and fuffered, it was in their room, 
and for their advantage. 384 


To confirm this idea, we read of his being bead over 


all things to his church(b) :—the bead of his body, the 
church (5) :—of his being tbe ſurety of a better teſtament 
or covenant (x). This is intended when he is called 
the Second Adam, viz. That he is the ſecond covenant 
head (1). And, if I am not miſtaken, it is the very 
idea that runs through the whole of this chapter from 


verſe 26th ; as well as in Rom. ch. v. ver. 12th to the 


end; where the Apoſtle profeſſedly treateth upon the 
two ftederal or covenant heads. Now, conceiving of 
him as the church's repreſentative, whatever he did 
in that character and capacity, it was, as though the 
ay perſons themſelves, whom he repreſented, had 
each of them, identically, been the performers of it; 
and ſhall be as available, in the iſſue and event, as if 
they really had. For when be Hall make his ſoul an of- 


Il proſper in his hand (m). The Firſt Adam loſt 


himſelf and his whole poſterity, for they all finned in 


(a) Iſa. xlix. 8. (3) Zacb. ix. 11. (c) 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 
(4) Heb. ix. 15, 16. (e) Phil. ii. 8. (F) If. lv. 3. 
Acts xiit. 34. _ . (g) Heb. vii. 22. () Eph. i. 22, 23. 
(i) Col. i. 18. (4) Heb. vii. 22. (4) 1 Cor. xv. 
45-47. (n) Iſa. liii. 10, 11. (2) Rom. v. 12. 
„„ C it 


* 
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Land bet fin, he ſhall ſee his ſeed, and the pleaſure of the 
him 
el 


him (n). So on the other hand, by parity of reaſon, 


(18 -] 
it is as evident, that the Second Adam ſaved all his 
ſpiritual progeny, becauſe they all obeyed and ſuffer- 
ed in him. | $I 3 
There doth not appear to me any ambiguity in this 
reaſoning. No; I apprehend it cannot but appear to 
every unpf̃epoſſeſſed, unprejudiced perſon, to be quite 
natural and free, plain and familiar. | 

I further obſerve; it is through our Lord Jeſus 


n g 


= Becauſe he became reſponſible for his church, 


or that the conditions of the covenant devolved upon 


himſelf. | 


On this account, he is called Gop's Servant, be- 
cauſe he has bound himſelf by ſolemn covenant; at 
the ſame time, that he is the ſinner's Saviour (o). 
Let us now enquire what he was to do, in order to 
comport with his heavenly Father's will and 5 
pleaſure, in this view of the ſubject. It evidently ap- 
pears to me he was to become man, or take upon him 
human nature (p). For as much as the children were 
partakers of fleſh and blood, be alſo bimſelf likewiſe took part 
of the ſame. It behoved bim in all things to be made like 
amto bis brethren (q) :—That both be that ſanctißetb, and 
they who are ſanttified might be all of one (r): That 
they might be fleſh of his fleſh, and bone of his 
bone. (s) And for this reaſon he is ſaid to come in the 
fulneſs of time; the time noted in the divine purpoſe, 
and in the well-ordered covenant (t). He is ſaid to be 
fore-ordained from before the foundation of the world, but 
manifeſted in theſe laſt times for us, who by him do believe 


in God (u). All theſe plain paſſages of ſacred ſcrip- 


ture ſhow, that the conditions of the covenant of 
grace deyolved upon himſelf. I have further to re- 
eee 


(0 Is; al. 1. (7) Pal. Al. 8. with Heb. x, 
ak OI 00 Reb. l. 14. 17. —— Thid. is. 4 
{) Eph. v. 0. (i] Gal. iv. 4. (e) 1 Pet. i. 20. 


4 That 
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4. That he diſcharged the obligation he brought 
himſelf under. | f 
Being made under the low, and having a capacity 
ſujted to it, he obeyed it in its utmoſt extent. His 
U was right; for he had the law of God in his 
eart; (x) to denote, that his heart was as perfectly 
py and holy, as the law was. Indeed, if it had not, 
is obedience would not have anſwered the Important 
end deſigned, and that was abſolutely neceſſary. Our 

adorable Feſus ſaith, I delight to do thy will, O God. (y) 

His outward conduct was fuch as the law required ; 
he did no fin, neither was guile found in bis mouth. (2) He 
was boly, harmleſs, undefiled, L l from ſinners. (a) 
None cou'd convince him of perſonal fin. (5 He was 
never detected in an unholy action. He ſaith, as his 
Father gave him commandment, ſo he did. (e) Yea; 
that it was his meat and drink to do the will of bis heavenly 


Father. (d) I have ſiniſb d, ſaith he, the work which 


thou gaveft me to do. (e) In ſhort, he kept both the 
firſt and the ſecond table of the law; loving God 
with all his heart, and his neighbour as himſelf (). 
Now this is the believer's obedience to the law; for 
it is placed to- his account, and is his eternal con- 
formity to its moral requirements; for Chriſt as a 
public head, hath done it once for all (g). This 
ought to be well ſettled in our minds, and fixed upon 
our hearts. This is that very obedience, which the 
Firſt Adam ſhould have yielded ; but which Chriſt, 
the Second Adam, only performed. 
Yet further: He not only obeyed, but he ſuffered 
and died. This is called his obedience unto death (5). 
In the day that Adam eat of the forbidden fruit, he, 
and his whole poſterity, came under the curſe of the 


(ﬆ) Pſal. xl. 8. J) Pfal. xl. 93. (2) 1 Pet. ii. 41 
(a) * vii. 26. 60 = viii. 465. (i) = xiv. 31. 
2 2 1 (a) e. w—_— (b) . 


C 2 law. | 
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Wal Now Chriſt, for his church, took the curſe 

himſelf (5). On which account, our iniguities 
= ſaid to be laid upon bim (k). He bare our fins in bis 
own body on the tree (I). He ſuffered, the juſt for the un- 
Juſt, that he might bring .us to God (m The ſword. of 


. juſtice had a commiſſion to ſinite 275 7). He was the 


ſhepherd, and gave his life ſor 49 eep ( * He gave 
himſelf for us, that be might redeem aig rom all ihaquity : 


He made reconciliation fer iniquity (y). He was 4 
2 for us (4). He was delivered for gur offences (r):, He 

was made fin for us who knew no ſin (5). He wwas mound | 
ed for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſes for our . * 


For the iranſerefion of his people was he ſtricken(t). 


is our peace, having made peace by. the blood of it rae (u 4 
We are bought with 4 Los even with the | 
Son. of God 7). With this his load, he r, vn Lag | 

ment for our ins (). It is gy: of the. eſſence of 


puniſhment, that it ſhould. be al; its being. 2 


only ſhows the incapacity of ca. aten, to 1 a 
tisfaction. There was infinite worth an AN 1 foe ä 


| blood of Chriſt, as there was ite demerit in the 


ner's Ain. And this his blood, ecauſe it could atone, 
can, and doth Cleanſe from all .in . For chis rea- 
ſon, it i is compared to an PE cleanſing fountain 25 | 
It is upon this very account, that 2 1 571 

thro'. the blood of thy c a (viz. the E 


coyenant,) J have ſent. thy prifaners. out of. n 
wherein is no water (H. It Ps with: this "logs S 
entered in once into he holy place,, having 9 eternal 


redemption for us (c). He entered not into the Bh 
Places made with hands, but into heaven itſelf and that 
by. virtue of this blood, I am nay peaking of, there 


Gal. OW, HIKE 
MON 3 I 8. 0 N 7. 0 5 oe: * 
(p) Titus ii. 14. Daniel ix. 24. (20 Galatians i iii. 1 

() Rom. iv. ult. (s) 2 Cor. v. ult. () Ila. li. 4 


Eph. ii. yt Col. i. 20. (*) 1. Cor. v 
om. v. 11. (z) 1 Joka.i. * 
1. 15 Zach. ix, 11. OB x Hebe ix. 12. 


to 


Loan ] 


to appear in the preſence of God for us (d). 3 
are all theſe gracious and glorious aſſertions, — 
ing this fundamental article of the Chriſtian fai 
The ſufferings and death of Chriſt are — 
to us of a vicariaus. nature, or in the room of his 
church, who were liable to, and muſt, of courſe, have 
fallen under them, had he not ſuſtained the ſtroke (e). 
For this reaſon, he is called the Mediator; or one 
that acts between God and ſinners, and brings thoſe 


oppoſite parties „ which, before, were at va- 


riance (). As the ha py effect of what is noted 
above, God can be j = juſtifying: the believing: 
ſoul, according to the riches of his grace in ſalva- 
Lea, here mercy and truth meet together: 
and peace embrace each other (b). In Chriſt 
crucified, all che attributes and perfections of the 
divine nature ſhine forth, with a peculiarly pleafing 
luſtre. .. How ineffably great doth the love of God 

pear How extenſive his wiſdom !—How inflexi- 
ble his juſtice !--How large the diſplay of his mercy's 
How inviolable his truth — How amazing his power f 
How diſtinguiſhed his goodneſs How matchleſs his 


tenderneſs, pity, and compaſſion | Verily, the goſ- 
pel, with the greateſt propriety, may- he termed abe 


glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God (i). 

Thus, : yau ſee, the law was magnified, and — 
honourable: And it will be eaſy to prove that God 
was well pleaſed and ſatisfied (f g after the: 
manner of men) with what Chriſt did and ſuffered - 
His glorious reſurrection is er with proof | 
And hence he 1s termed the Son of God with power, op 
cording to the Spirit of bolineſs, by the reſurrettion from the 
dead ((). He is ſaid to be raiſed again for our juſtifica- 
tion; or that we e might be fully ſatisfied, that he Was 


ay Heb. ix. 24. (e) Gal. iii. 10. comp. with verſe 13. 
(F) 1 Tim. ii, 3. Heb. ix. 15. (g) Ifa. xlr. 21 
Rom. iii. 2 (6) Pfal. IXæxv. 10. (7) 1 Tim. i. Ids 
(4% Ifa, xii; 21. 0) Rom. i. 4. ö 
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the true Meſſiah, and accepted (mn). He entered the 

gra ave like a captive, or priſoner; but, lo, he ſprings 
rth like a glorious, vigorous, and triumphant con- 

queror | (2) He was ſaid to be crucified thro' weakneſs ; 


but he /vetb by the mw = God (o). It is quite evident 


that the Apoſtle lays great ſtreſs upon the re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt, He lab, If brit be not riſth, 
we are yet in our fins, and muſt die in them (p). Hear 
his challenge. "Who ſhall lay any 3 to the charge of 


God's elefF? it is God that Tufifeth.: Who is be that con- 


demneth ? it is Chriſt that 22 Tea, ratber that is riſen' 
again (g). Doth it not evidently appear, that the 


term, Zea, rather that is riſen again, 1s very empha- 


tical? . 
His aſcenſion into lieaven | is another proof, that God 
is well pleaſed with him, as his people's ſurety.- | 

Our Lord ſaith, I go to the Father, and ye Fee me no 
more (r). The heavens have received him, i. e. with 
complacency, until the reſtitution of all things (s). 
Heaven's portals are commanded to expand, to admit 
Chriſt the King of Zion, and of glory (2). He is 
r to heaven, as our fore- runner (a). 

His ſeſſion at God's n is of a ſimilar na- 
ture. | 

Obſerve, what notice the Apoſtle takes of it. Who 
is even at the right-hand of God (x): which is the hand 
of favour and of power. The ſheep are ſaid to be 
placed upon the right-hand of Chriſt, the Judge (). 


For why ? but to denote his affection for them, and 


his determinate purpoſe to preſerve and defend them. 
When a perſon has had ſome ſingular interpoſition of 
God's providence, that hath been expreſſive of his 
favour, and complacential regard, he is ſaid to have 
held them by their he: . * to exhibit 


(m) Rom. iv. ult. (2) Acts ii. 24. (e) 2 Cor. xiii. 4+ 
(p) 2 Cor. xv. 14—17. (f) Rom. viii: 33, 34. (r) John xvi. 10, 
]) Ads iii. 21. (2) Pal. xxiv. 7—10. (42) Heb. vi. vie. 
(x) Rom. viii. 34. (5) Matt. xxv. 33. (z) Pſal. Ixxiii. 23. 


Ed 1 


peculiar and diſtinguiſhing favour to the Lord Jef | 
Chriſt, he, i. e. God the Father, is ſaid to have en. 
alted him with bis own rigbt. band (a); and Jeſus is ſaid 
to be ſat down at the right-hand of God (5). 
His interceſſion is equally expreſſive of the finiſhed 
nature of his work; his advocacy is founded u 
it (c). He looks like a lamb: that had been ſlain (4). 
The ſweet anthem ſung in heaven, centers here (e). 
Paul ſaith, He is, therefore, able to ſave them to the utter- 
moſt that come unto God by bim, ſeeing he ever liveth to 
make interceſſion for us (f). The Jews were. always 
afraid of their high-prieſt being ſtruck dead, when he 
went into the Holy of Holies; to relieve. them againſt. 
their fears, he had bells at the ſkirts of his long robes, 
that whilſt he was in motion, they might know he 
lived (g): So the Apoſtle ſaith, he, i. e. Jeſus, ever 
liveth, as our High- prieſt, 10 make interceſſion for us. 
The Father admits hum, Our inſpired Apoſtle; when 
writing to the Romans, ſaith, Who alſo maketh interceſ- 
ion for us (b). The beloved apoſtle Jobn ſaith, We 
bave an advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Rigbte- 
ous, who pleads his propitiatory ſacrifice: for the re- 
moval of freſh-contracted guilt (i). Paul again adds, 
Having a High-prieſt over the bouſe of God, who atoned 
on earth, and is now carrying on his ſacerdotal office 
in heaven, by interceſſion, let us . draw near, &c. (k) 
And, becauſe we have ſuch a tender and compaſſionate 
High-prieſt, he exhorts us to come boldly to the throne 
of grace, having an accepted pleader there (1). All 
theſe remarks appear to me, as ſo many concluſive 
proofs of Chriſt's finiſhed work. ; 
It is further rendered evident, by the 4 of 
the Sacred Spirit, and his renewing of, and reſiding 
in the hearts of the fan race; in making them 


(a) Ads v. 31. (=) Heb. i. 3.—Xii. 2. (e) 1 Jens il, 2. 
e eee 
? x iii. 33— m. viii. i) 1 John ii: 1 
i 5 Heb. x. 21. WM: 5 Heb. iv. 15, bo * 
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meet for, and bring them to the enjoyment of eter- 
aal bliſs and glory. 

Thus God hath, and ſtill doth ſet his broad — 
to the finiſhed nature of Chriſt's work. His acc 
ing of ſinners to favour and friendſhip, through him, 

is a continued of this. 

Thus, you ſee, the ground of the triumph is of 
God thro' Chriſt. Sin, * the grave, and hell, 
are all vanquiſhed and overcome by Chriſt, thro' the 
ſovereign appointment of the God of julie, wiſdom, 
love, and power. 


| 1 paſs on now in the 


II. Place, to point out the perſons, who, ih pro- 
priety, may adopt the 2 s triumph in the words 
of my text. 


% 


The Scripture is not filent about this momentous 


affair. It deſcribes them in ſuch a manner, that, if 
they are not a-wanting to themſelves, they may know 
their own features, and ſee their own complexion. 
The word of God is quick and than any 
to- euged ſword, piercing even to the ates. Jo aſunder of 
the ſoul and ſpirit, of the joint and marrow ; is a diſ- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the beart (m). | 
If we are poſſeſſed of the following qualifications, 
we may, from them, draw a ſafe concluſion that we 
are intereſted in Chriſt's death, and that we have 
naſe to triumph over both death and the grave, thro 
blood, and righteouſneſs, of the Lord | 

Jefus Ch. | 


If we ave 1% again —are the ſubjects of repentance 
„ life ;—have the faith of the wore ef ;—and 
ſſeſſed of vital holineſs. | 
”P theſe things be in us, and abound, our ch 
muſt, of . neceſſity, be conſpicuous that- we are the 


fins of God, and t n But 


- (m) Heb: iv. 12. 0 PAID 
he 


in his Mert. Ng clearly 


I 8] 


he that is deſtitute of them, can never make out his 


title to heaven; —will never have a meetneſs for it 


ſhall never come there and, conſequently, death, 
and the grave will gain, and maintain their victory; 
eſpecially death, in the moſt horrible idea of it, and 
che moſt ein ene ar e terme 


1 obſerve, 


Firſt, If we are born 13 VEIL * than come at 
our evidence of having a right to this triumph. 


Our Lord ſaith, Except. 4 man be born apain, be can- 
not ſee the Hard of God (n); and, conſequently; he 
cannot triumph over death, and the grave. Having 
argued the point a little further, he ſaith; Ne. muſt be 
born again; to donote the abſolute neceſſity of it (o). 
The - Apoſtle ſaith; Neitber circumciſſun availeth a 


thing, nor. uncircumcifitn, bit a new creature (þ). It is of 


little importance, whether we be 7ews, or Gentiles, if 
we have not new hearts, we are nothing in religion. 
If we do not in time paſs. from death to Ae, a lor 
for ever have dominion ayer us. This is a valle 

change wrought in the heart. A perſon d of 
it, is ſaid to be ſpiritual, or e n (9); which 
diſcovers the ſpiritual, or holy principles implanted 
ints out the agent which 
produceth, or effects this change; namely, the: Spirit 
of God. For this reaſon, the regenerate are ſaid % be 
born of the ſpirit (r) 1 he Holy Spirit, without doubt, 
generates, or communicates his own nature or image. 
The Saints are called God's workmanſhip, to evince 
the neceſſity of an omnipotent power to effect it (5). 


They are ſaid to be 9 2 from death unto life; from 


darkneſs to light ;' to ſhow the-greatneſs and ſenſibility 
of this change (Y). And to desen us the excellency 


n i. Ibid Gal; | 
En OO GP HE 

0 * v. 8.—1 Peter ii 9.—1 John iii. 146 - + 0 
D | | and 


"> tigk I 


and extenſiveneſs of 1t, thoſe, who are the ſubjects 
thereof, are ſtiled new creatures (u). Till this is the 
caſe, we are carnal; under the power and prevalence 
of corrupt principles, which are enmity. againſt, Go (w). 
We are in the fleſh, and cannot pleaſe God. In ſhort, 
ye neither have, nor ever can have any true, real, 
vital religion, without regeneration; and this ſhows 
its neceſſity; and, that we cannot triumph over death, 
and the grave, whilſt this is our condition. 
The evidence of being born of God is to ſeek thoſe 

things which are above, where Jeſus fitteth at God's ri 

hand (x). What comes from God, leads to him. gt 
tainly, if we are ſons of God, we ſhall cry, Abba, Fa- 
ther 50. Becauſe ye are ſons, Gad hath ſent forth the ſpiris 
of his Son inio your hearts, \crying, Father, Father (z). 
Children muſt love, and take pleaſure in holding con- 
verſe with their parents. If your hearts are in hea- 
Ven. your bun ET thence (a). te 


# + & #34 7 


TY obſerve. 45 8 


ren, If you are OY of nee; dow Ie, 
2 may you triumph over both death, and the grave. 


Till che ſoul is brought to be truly humbled be- 
y 5 God, on account of its ſinfulneſs and vileneſs, it 
may be ſaid to be in rebellion againſt him. This 
temper is daring and the iſſue of it muſt be diſtreſ- 
ling. Our Lox ſaith, Except ye repent, ve ſhall all 
| ew periſp. (5) This 7 — 4 the neceſſity of it; 


and, that withque 4 it, you cannot adopt * Apoſtle 8 


triumph. 

This repentance is always the ha py fruit and 
effect of regeneration, and give roof of its reality. 
That ſorrow, or diſtreſs, that pern may have, be- 
cauſe ſomething, pinches them, as in the caſe of Pha- 


1 Sogn v. 17. _(w) Rom. viii. 7. (x) Col. iti. 4. 
Rom. viii. 15. 045 Gal. iv. 6. (a) Matt. vi. 21. 
0 Luke xiii. 3, 5- 7 > It it 

1 : raob, 


4 
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raob, is not godly ſorrom, or repentante unto life. Let 
but their pain be removed, they can, then, be re- 
conciled to their fin. Nor is the ſorrow that may 
ariſe, becauſe my ſins expoſe me to the wrath of God, 
and lay me under a painful apprehenſion of hell, and 
damnation, repentance unto fie No. Nature itſelf 
may effect this. The repentance which I have in 
view, and call repentance unto life, flows from ſpiritual 
the purity and holineſs of G 
tranſcript of his moral perfection a cordial love to 
it, —and a ſight of the exceeding” ſinfulneſs of fin :— 
the filthineſs of our on hearts and natures; ſo as 
that hen we compare ourſelves with the purity and 
perfection of the law, we ſay we are carnal, (c) or judge 
ourſelves to be moſt filthy and abominable: and, on 


life in the ſoul; and from a ar perception of 
d's:law; which 1s the 


account of the lam in our members, warring againſt the = 


law of our minds, we feel ourſelves wretched. (d) We 
loath ourſelves in our own ſight.(e) With the prodigal, 


we confeſs our ſins. () With the publican, we ſay, 
God, be merciful to us, finners.(g) With David we cry, 


(becauſe of our apprehended filthineſs) Purge us with 
hy/ſop, and we ſhall be clean, waſh us, and we ſhall be 
whiter than ſnoto. (h) With Ephraim, we are confounded, 
becauſe we ſee ourſelves. (i) With Jaiab, we: are un- 
done, becauſe we have ſeen: the King, the Lord of Hoſts.(k) 

Theſe humiliating effects will always attend the 
foul; whilſt it has the-leaſt motion of ſin in it. (4) 
Tho' God, thro' Chriſt, be reconciled to ſuch a foul, 


caſe. av wy 


Now, my dear friends, what do you know of ithis 


repentance d, See it finely delineated by an inſpired 
pen, 2 Cor. vii. 11. Nothing but the Spirit of God 
can effect ſuch repentance as this; and, if you have 


(c) Rom. vii. 14. (4) Vid. ver. 24. (e) Ez. xxxvi. 31. 


Y Luke xv. 18, 19. © Luke xviii. 13. - (5) Pſ. li. 7. | 


(i) Jer. xxxi. 18, 19. If. vi. 5. (/) Rom vil. 24. 


D 2 it, 
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it can never be reconciled to itſelf, whilſt this is the 
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it, you have the earneſt of the Spirit in your hearts, (m) . 
Should theſe be the circumſtances attending your 
_ fouls, o_ 1 _— aver n e and the 
grave. 


15 I have yet further to — 11120 


Thirdly, If we have the faith of the a „ Gal, 
then may we adopt this triumph. | 


Without | faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Cod 65 
Only be that believeth ſpall be | ſaved. He thet believrh 
2 ſhall be damned; whatever he imagines to the con- 

ary. (o) It is only he that believetlt, that hath eternal 
b be that believeth not, ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of 
God abideth on him for ever. (y) But what is this faith? 
It is more than a bare aſſent to revealed truths, - It is 


more than the faith of devils. It is more than the 


faith which 5 — have. Ile that hath a true 
living faith, ſhall eventually be ſaved: The word of 
invariable truth aſſerts it. (q) - Heaven and earth. Spal 
paſs away, but the word of God abideth in its purity, 
ency, and veracity, and muſt exiſt for ever. (r) 
This faith, which I am ſpeaking of, is called the faith 
of the operation of God; becauſe God the ſpirit is the 
worker and the effector of 1 it in the heart; for it is wh 
the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs. (s) This faith 
affects the whole ſoul, in all its powers. It is ſaid to 
work by love; (t) by love to God —to Chriſt:— to the 
Holy Spirit - to the word of God to the houſe, 
and ordinances of God; — to the people of God; 
yea, to our very enemies. (a) * is a ſupernatural grace, 
and can, and doth produce ſupernatural effects. A 
manifeſt proof may be given of it, by the works, or 
- fruits, it produceth. God is ſaid to purify the bearts 
of the Jews by it, and of the Gentiles thro' it. (x) Shew 


. (ns) A 2 * 5. (n) * xi. 6. N them 

att. v. 18.— 
11 Ee 1 27. a (s) ci 2 x. WL (e) Gal, v. 6. 
(@) Matt. v. 44 (x) Als xv. 9.—Rom, ii, 30. 


me, 
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ſow thee my faith i my <vor 
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me, ſaith James, thy 3 without . thy works, and 1 will 


If you 'd have a full dren of this mich, as 
it reed the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it is the finner's 8015 
ception of his on guilty candemnod ſtate before God; 
and from the views he: hath of the fulneſs, ſreeneſa, 
ſuitableneſs, and all-ſufciency of. Chriſt, be fleeth to 
him, receiveth, and reſteth upon him, and him alone, 
28 the only name under heaven whereby he can be 
ſaved (2). Thus elieving, he is juſtiſed from all tbing 
from which be could not be juftified by the lat of Mafes. Gs) 
The ſpirit of God thus takes f the things of Chriſt, 
and fbows them to the ſoul, and enables her to appre- 
hend, and to be fatisfied with them (0). The believer 
will ſay, None but Chriſt; none but Chriſt, for me.. 
He reckons every thing in competition with him, but 
droſs, and dung (c). The life that he liveth in the fleſh, 
he liveth by the faith of the Sen of God, who loved bim, 
and gave bimſelf for bim (d). In this ſituation, God 
ſeeth no ſtain o guilt 1 in the juſtified, becauſe Chriſt 
hath atoned for all their ſins, and thro his atonement 
hath made reconciliation for all 33 ities; and it 
is by his fripes they are bealad (e). ith the Apoſ- 
tle Jobn, I any man ſin, ING ar the 
Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, and be is the propitiation 
for aw fo, or the fin-atoning ſacrifice; thro”. which 
mercy is nſed, or God diſcovers . himſelf propi- 
tious (f his is what, I apprehend, the Scriptures 
mean by faith or believing. If we have: this faith, 
we may adopt the Apoltle's s triumph. But he that is 
found deſtitute of true faith, whatever his ſentiments 
in other reſpects may be, he muſt not, he cannot 
ſhare in the triumph of this victory; for chi the 


victory, —even our faith. (g) 
8. Add, iv. 12. Ada W. 39. 
ms Oats as 
1. 


(e) Talah lili, 5.—Daviel ix, . ) x Johwii 
(2) ! t Joka 5 ive i 1 
ne vd „ | I only 


have it; for this may be the caſe, where the thin 


; t Eph. i. 


| 0-90 3 
lo only once more, 


. Fourthly, obſerve, He that is fleſhed of vital hli 
neſs may adopt the triumph in my text. | 


It ought ever to be remembered, that without boli- 
neſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord (9. Only the pure in heart 
can ſee, and enjoy God (i). Holineſs becometh the bouſe of 
the Lord for ever (t). All theſe ſcriptures ſhow the 
abſolute neceſſity of this n for heaven and | 

lor: 
1 Bur, methinks, I hear ſome one ſaying, What is 
this holineſs? I anſwer; More than to profeſs to 


profeſſed i is not poſſeſſed, or enjoyed: As in the caſe 
of the fooliſh virgins (). It is more than the ap- 
arance of it; for this may be, where the reality of 
it is not, Some fit, and ſtand, and hear, as God's 
ople do; but they do not come up with them in 
their activity (m). It is more than a theoretical know- 
ledge of it. This may be, where the thing thus 
known doth not influence, as the genuine 2 — 
of vital holineſs doth (n). | 
But it is, in ſome degree, the image of God really 
reſtored. to the ſoul o). It commenced in their rege- 
neration ; and, from that ſtate of infancy, hath been 
growing bÞ up towards maturity, in the uſe of divinely- 
inted means, and by the ſanctifying influences 
of God's Spirit — them (p). New-born wor 
of grace grow by the ſincere milk of the word (). 
Sanctification is a progreſſive work. It was the E 
of God's love ;—of Chriſt's death;—and of the 


| Holy Spirit's application thereof, to reſtore fallen 
man to the image of his Maker (r). The grand in- 


8 of the covenant of grace, with reſpect to the 


(b) Heb. xi. 14. (i) Matt. v. 8. (4) Pſa, xciii. 5. | 
(1) Matthew xxv. 8—10. (m) Ezekiel xxxiii. 30—32. 
„ Pal. xcii. * Matt. vii. 18. (e) Eph. iv. 24.— 


v. 28—27. 1 Cor. vi. 11. 
covenantees, 


1. Ui. 10. &) Eph. iv. 1117. (g) 1 Pet. ii. 2. 
3» 4+ ap. | 


SS 


covenantees, was, that the law of God might be wid 
ten in their hearts, and put into their inward parts ; that 
God might be their Gad, and they his people (5). This 
is what David longed for: As for me, F bal! baba thy 


face in ee then ſhall I be ſatisfied, when I awake 


with thy likeneſs (t). The amiable Paul preſſed towards 
this mark for the prize of the high b calling of God in Cbriſt 
Jeſus (u): namely, the perfection of his nature. He 

roaned, under the preſſure of a body of An, and death, 
4 deliverance.: i. e. for purity. and. holineſs (x). 


The, apoſtle Join ſaith, Beloved, now are we the. ſons of 


God, | but it doth. not yet appear what we ſhall bez _ but 
Wwe know, that when be ſhall appear, we ſhall be like bim; 


for ue ſhall ſee him as be is.(y) It appears evident 


to me, that it was the deſire of the people, to whom 
he wrote, both to be like him, and with him; and 
here John ſhews that it ſhould be according to their 
will and wiſh. T here, we ſhall have every deſirable 
enjoyment and full ſatisfaction. If we favs him that 
is all things; with him we muſt of courſe poſſeſz all 
things. I bien 7 muſt have God, for our God, 
(for we are heirs o wm (2.1, who. is' all things; 
pee with ho we enjoy a all things, | 


O glorious ſtate! O bleſs'd abode! - E 4 
We ſhall be near and like our God! Wed 
Andi fleſh and fin no more controul i! 
The ſacred Pleaſures of the ſouun. 


29 


There mall we ſee, and hear, and know: 1 31 
All we deſir d or wiſh'd below; _ -:; 
And all our powers find ſweet wy 
In that eternal world of joy. Waärrs. 


Be aſſured, that without meetneſs for heaven; there 
neither will, nor ever can be any admittance into it.(a) 
Nay, further ; 3 know, that without holineſs, you could 


5 Heb. BOY Plat, 
60 a . . 55. (a) 1 5 . 6 I el x 
(2) Rom. viii. 17. (a) Rev. xxi. 27. 


not 


( 32 } 
not be happy in heaven. Further ſtill; without 
it, you do not deſire to come there, betauſe ix is holy; 
if ſo, in effect, you do not deſtre it at all. Many 
auld: wiſh to go to heaven, 48 à place of happineſs, 
according to their notion of it; but this has nothing 
ſupernatural in it at all. Every one wants to be 
happy: But the child of God longs to go to heaven, 
beeauſe of its purity and holineſs. David, Paul, and 
Jobn, are all o ＋ gy ar hag (35) Now all 
theſe have victory N preſent deli- 
vered from pie dach and tho” . are not ex- 
empted from a corporal one, yet, even that will be 
their gain: And this 12 ſhall be deſtroyed, and 
caſt into the lake of fire (e); for their Redeemer muſt 
res until all bis, and their enemirs be put under bis 

fees (d). Then ſhall' their bodies Be rats'd, clothed. 
with immortal vigor, and glory; and death itfelf be 
up in . victory (e.) Then comes on 
che rium hant challenge in the words of our text. 
"The wicked ſhall be raĩſed; but it muſt be tb ſhane 
aui ever laſting comempt (f) but tlie righteous to ever- 
laſting life, e and triumph; for the zpright muſt 
have domini of che reſurfeckion (z). 
They Tall — . dy like 10 Christ's glarious bo- 
dy, their — — — . 1; this 18 victory 
worthy of our higheſt exultation and triumph ! If 
you, my dear friends, are poſſeſſed of this Folineſs, 
you will have that honour, which is peculiar to all 
the ſaints (i) namely, to emefge out of all theſe in- 
conveniences, to my ſolid good, and eternal repoſe. 


Having diſcuſſed the ſecond propoſition I n 
to the next general head: 


(5) Pſal xvii. 15. Phi. iii. 14. 1 John iii. 2. 

(e) Rev. xx. 14. (4) 1 Cor. xv. 25. (e) Vid. ver. 4254. 
Y Dan. xii. 2. (g) Pfal. xlix. 14 ) Phil, iii. 21. 

(i) Pſal. exlix. 9. | 


III. To 


* 6 id. | * ov” —— 
* 
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III. To ſhew you, how naturally gratitude i is con⸗ 
nected with, and reſults from, the above premiſſes. 


' Thanks be to Cod, ſaith our Apoſtle, c- giveth 1 Ws the 


vitfory through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


We never want matter for thankfulneſs, and thire- 
fore ſhould Bleſs the Lord at all times. (x-) We often 
want a heart for praiſe, but never juſt cauſe for it. 
The common mercies of life demand our conſtant 

praiſe (): if ſo, what muſt the choiceſt bleſſings 
hich ſovereign grace imparts ? Such are thoſe which 
give birth and being to this noble doxology. They 
are God's greateſt favours, and he ſhould have our 
higheſt praiſe. | 

It muſt be obſerved, that our warmeſt adoration 
adds nothing to his eſſential glory. No: He is | 
fect. Nor can our moſt lofty pra reach the hefahe 
of his execellency. He is exalted far above all e 
7 praiſe (m). Yet a gracious, mult of neceſſity, be 

grateful heart. Gratitude is a duty required. And, . 
ſpeaking after the manner of men, he tht chearfully 
offers this tribute glorifieth God (n). We are com- 
manded in every thing to give thanks (o). Then, ſurely; 
things 1 3 are of the fe hol extraordinary nature, 
and excellent kind, ſuch as the victory under conſi- 
deration includes, ſhould ſtrike our higheſt ſtrir gs, 
and raiſe our moſt lofty notes, in this pleaſing exer- 
ciſe. Here the enraptur d Apoſtle ſets us the amiable 
example, with Thanks be to God, which | po us the 
victory thro” our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 

In the preceding part of this heh? the Apoſtle 
attends to the melancholy circumſtances that the 
church would certainly have been in, could it not 
have been proved that Chriſt was riſen, 7. ben, ſaith 
he, are we yet in our fins, and muſt, of neceſſity; dis 
in them, and endure' the fad un of them for 


- (4) Pall. xxxiv. ?) 1 Theft, v. 18. Neh. 51 
- Net —_— * gs 5 5. * 00 5 
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But as a glorious ** againſt the fear 
of ever (9) he comes, in verſe the 20th, to aſſert the all- 
important truth in terms the moſt Ae pleaſing, 
and induhitable, but now is Chri& riſen from the. dead, 
and become the firt fruits of them that ſlept. 
Aſterwards he attends to the heart-exhilerating ef- 
fects hereof. Such as death being diſarm d.of its 
terror, the ſting being drawn; the grave deprived of 
its victory, Chriſt having burſt its bands ; he finds 
gratitude ſpring up in his breaſt, rifing higher and 
higher, like the waters in Ezchiet% viſion { g) * till, 
ſumilar to Jordan in the time of harveſt (r), 1 over- 
flows in theſe generous emanations, 8 a of 
* 7 banks be to God, &c. | 


Fil, Thanks be to God for 6 e wonder a big: 
of his love;—the admirab coveries'of his wi 
dom ;—the.well-concerted ESE Do 1 . 5 
perfections of the divine nature? O how harmonious 

| are they in conſpiring. my good ; ſo as to captivate 
my whole foul with their pen b appearance; and 
leave me nothing of a terifſe nature to apprehend 
from them, but every thing valuable and entertain- 
ing to expect! Do reflect miſery? There 

I ſee, and obtain mercy. ! . Do FAT my imbecili- 
ty ? Behold, here is grace, al-ſufficiene grace, for 
every time of need! Bo I take a view of my ſpixi- 
tual enemies? Lo, they are all vanquiſhed and over- 
come! Thante be to God, which always canſeth. us 10 
triumph in Chriſt (5). 'Yea, ſuch-is the ha appy + and pri- 
viledged condition of the believer, that all things are 
his, becauſe he is Chriſt's (f). In this ccleſtial em- 

ploy, the Apoſtle hath very honourable company : 
as, Moſes the ſervant of God ;—the royal Pſalmiſt, or 
man after God's own heart ;—and the evangelical pro- 

Phet Jjaiab W: in conjunction with all the dar 


(p) Verſe 17, () Ezek. xlvii. 3—7. 6 Jas. lil, 15. 
(s) 2 Cer. ii. 14. () 1 Cor. iii. 21. (* Exod 5 


? Pf. xxxiv. & ciii.—Iſa. xlix. 13. & Ixi. 10. 
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children of God. The whole word of God, fo tar'ss 

it reſpects the conduct of the ſaints towards him, when 
chey view 22 abounds in n e and 
animated ſtr ain. FA a 


Secondly, He "thts Gd the his Chriſt, He 


wouls bleſs God for his life, his death, and ail the 
ſubſequent bleflings thereof. Thanks, faith he, Be 0 
God for his unſpeakable gift (x). Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, bo hath bleſſed us with 


tal bleſſing in Seaveny places; in Chriſt )); or, 
rot are Got ber Chriſt, thto* whom theſe bleſſings 


come. And 265 Apoſtle Peter joins him herein, with 
Bleſſed be the God and Futber of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 


who, arcordins to his abundant mercy,” hath begotten us 


agdin 10 @ lively hope, by the veſurreftion of Chriſt from the 


dead (2). O] how amazingly precious is Chriſt to the 
22 fout (a) What aſtoniſhing refulgenee and 
folendout appear in this_love of God mamfeſted in 


hriſt (5). The gracious ſoul, thro' believing, . 
. ; 


eakable and fall fall of *plory (6). In 
Evers ſee the death of ſin; and in 


Chrift's dea 


Chrift ; and are virtually ſat down with lim in 


places (4). Whar diſcoveries are theſe! Oh, wy ani- 


mating | Thank 50 Js Gbd fot them. Again, 


5 Thirdh, Thanks de to God for the goſpel ; that 
he fixed the bounds of my habitation, where it 
was (e); and permitted me to be brought forth in a 
time, when I might en joy what many have longed and 


waited for, but were never priviledged with. Bleſſed 


are my eyes, for they fee, and my ears, for they hear 


it ( 1). Oh, it is 4 Joyful ſound : Yea, it is truly $/as 


bet i, p Eph. i. z x Pet. i. 
617 8088 ii. 7. is (5) 4 ah i 4 4 8 185 4 
He Het G i; i er. 


. Matt. Xii. 16, 17. 
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| his ſtate of A their glory. They are become dend 
to the lam, and, — 4% fin; by the - body of 
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Gers 1 It is that grace and truth which came by 
928 22, It is God ſpeaking in #beſe laſt times by 

en ! 1 He hath nat dealt ſo with every nation ! His 

pel, in this large extent, hath not been in former 
— nor is it in the preſent, in all places, ſo freely 
and uninterruptedly enjoyed. O, my- ſoul, praiſe. thou 
the Lord (i). Thanks be to God for the golpe 1; for 
in it we are come to' Mount Sion, oh 40 of t1 "our 
n Again, 


Fourthhy, Thanks be to God, will the gracious foul 
ſay, that the goſpel came to me, not in word 10 but in 
). 


1 in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance (1). Oh, 
leſſed be God, that ever I knew. a day. of divine power, 


and was made willing to embrace this glorious Sa- 
viour, and brought to experience this precious ſalva- 
tion ! (n) That ever I knew-ibe joyful ſound ; and was 
favoured with the light of God's countenance | (n) — That 
ever he called me 4 bis grace; made me to hear his 
mus me 8 * revealed bis Son in my 
ilty, y, an uted heart the lory ; 
and filled my hopes full of . , 
+] (p)—That ever I was brought to approve theſe 
ings, more excellent than the trifles of time! — 


'That ever I was made. to know this more excellent 


way | (q) What ſhall I render to my God for all theſe 
favours ? (r) What can I render to him? Here, 
Lord, accept of a willing mind, the tribute that a 
rateful heart would _ Thanks be to thy. Am 

yours ! Again, "82 


Fiftb, Thanks be to God, for the hope laid up i in 
heayen.- Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, for the ſweet 
fore-taſtes thereof — or the heart-reyiying Ker 


(2). Pfal. lxxix, TH ,—Lake ii. = (h) eh i. 17.— 


8: Tbeg. | „ 3. Ow)? 3. (* P Pf. Taxxix. 15. 
(e Gal. i. 15.— John v. 25. 02 Hi. a. ip. 
90 Phil. i. — Cor. xii. 31. 0 Plal. xvi. 2. 


tions - 
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tions of it For the earnef? of it in my beart (3).—For 
the ſure promiſes of it. For the faithfulneſs of God 


to perform them. That this hope is laid up in hea- 


ven (t); where no thief can approach to deprive me 
of it (u).—That Chriſt appears there, in my nature, 
for me (x); for the full aſſurance, that bei 
him, I ſhall reign with bim ( y) :—that hen be ſhall ap- 
pear, I. ſhall be like him :—nay, that I ſhall appedr with 
him in glory (z). Oh, thanks be to God, far all the 
ſweet ſupports derived, in the midſt of all the trials 
and inconveniences of this ee life, from the cer- 
tain expectation that it will not be always thus! (a) 
Bleſſed be God, that there is a remaining reſt for his. 
people (5). And, O thanks to his name, that I can 
reckon, that the ſufferings of this preſent time, are not wor- 
thy to be compared with the glory that ſhall be revealed in 
me! (c) For enabling me to be a ftranger and a pil- 
grim upon earth; having my deſires fixed upon, and 
my courſe tending towards, this better country (d). 
Oh, bleſſed be the riches of grace, that when this 
hope, which is laid up in heaven, ſhall' be enjoyed, 
it will conſummate my utmoſt wiſhes. and defires ! 
Then ſhall I be ſatisfied (e). There I ſhall have perfect 
freedom from all the remains of corruption (f). No 


more to groan under the preſſure of a body of ſin and 


death (g).—No more to be in danger of offending my 
good God, whom I even now ſo dearly love..-No 
more to be tempted to depart from him ; -or ever ex- 

erience a coldneſs, or dulneſs, pervading my heart. 


Vhere I ſhall have the perfection of my nature. 


That which is in part, ſball then be for ever done 
away; and that which is perfect, compleatly come. 
Where I ſnall enjoy myſelf, my God, and all the ce- 


leſtial company to all eternity; and be ever, ever, 


(s) 2 Cor. i. 22. (:) Tit. i. 2. (4) Matth. vi. 20. 
(x) Heb. ix. 24. (0) 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12. (z) 1 John iii. 2. 
Col. iii. 4. (a) 2 Cor. iv. 16—18. (5) Heb. iv. 9. 
(e) Rom. viii. 18. (4) Heb. xi. 13. 16. (e) Pf. xvii. 15. 

or. Wi 1. f. (ev. 2: 0] 


dead with 


ever 


La 1 


i-th use Lor (54: Aeg hed bore; f oft 
, Thanks be to God, for theſe pete — 


= I now proceed, as propoſed, in the 


"TV. And laſt place, to conclude with a few ond, 
by way of application. 


Know then, my dear Ng evt 5 ure, 
that you muſt die; and that probably you may die 
ſoon. That you need a heart-application of the blood 
of Chriſt; in order to be . ef ining in this 8 
umph, and of ſharing ure and ha 
of it. If have-i, be walthtl 10 God for Kr If 
our dying riends were poſſeſſed of it, how-ſhould it 
reconcile us to their death and departure ?—How 
thould it ſtir us up to follow them in their faith and 
patience And joon we ſhall gen ROME WY be 
over with the Lord. 


Fir, Kgow, that you muſt die; 3 and tha, ver 
probably, you may die ſoon. 


Duft tbeu art, and to dui? thou ſhalt Tears, was che. 
original threatening (). I is appointed 10 men once 
#0 die; and it is in vain for any to hope for an exe 
tion from it (). The ſeeds, of mortality are ſown in 
our conſtitutions, and they never fail of producing a 
harveſt, which is reaped down by death. - Obfſerva- 
tion teacheth this ſoul-humbling — Our Fathers, 
aubere are they? The Prophets, they don't toe ever (. 
The Patriarchs and Apoſtles are dead. Many of our 
relations are gone off the ſtage of time. The ſolemn 
occaſion of this diſcourſe ſhows, that the ſovereign 
appointment of God ſtill prevails; yea, and it will 
continue its ſovereign empire, till Chriſt's ſecond 
coming, and, then, death itſelf ſhall be deſtroyed (u be 4 
No circumſtances that can attend our ſtate here 


00 1 Theſſ. i iv. 17. (50 2 Cor. iv. 16. G the? iii, 15 
0 Heb. ix. 27 · (n) Zac. i. 5. (=) 1 Cor. xv. 26. 
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low, will ſecure us from death's arreſt. No ; might 


any expect an exemption, ſurely it would be the dan 


children of God; but if Chrif le in them, ar they have 


intereſt in his atoning blood, their bodies. are dead de. 


cauſe of fin (o). They muſt paſs. thro'. the grave, and 
ſee corruption. But, let it ever be remembered, that 
even death itſelf is theirs, and will be heir eternal 


- 


a ſalutary reſt to their weary bodies 
And, as it appears evident that we muſt die; ſo 
it is equally. as probable that we may die ſbon; for 
any thing that we can know to the contrary. Qur 
lives always hang in doubtful ſuſpence. The great 
and bleſſed God, in the volume of inſpiration, hath 
condeſcended to teach us the brevity and uncertainty 
of our lives, by the malt expreſſive figures. Como 
paring them to an expeditious poſt, who, conveys, and. 
re-convey?, intelligences from one ſtage to another: 
to teach us, that with equal ſwiftneſs, we ſhall come 


goin (p). It is only a ſleep to them, and will afford 


to the deſtined period of our lives (2). They are re- 


come from 


ſembled to the /wif? ſhips, or the ſhips that 
the more warm to the colder climates, laden with 


the firſt ripe fruits; that both a lucrative mind, and a 


voluptuous appetite, may be gratified. For which 


end, each ſhip's maſter, ſtimulated with the hope of 


gain, will croud all his ſail, and uſe every inyentien,. 
to comè firſt to the deſtin'd port, to find a good mark 
et, and that his fruits may command an advanced 
price. So we aze moving, with the greateſt velocity, 


over the ſea of life, to the appointed port of death. 


They are al ſo likened to aneagie, whichhath heen maunt- 
ing aloft, and exerciſing her piercing eye, to ſpy, outher 


prey; and ſhe has no ſooner beheld it, than ſhe' wings 


her courſe with rapid ſpeed, that her hungerſtung 


appetite may be ſatiated (7). Our days upon earth, 


have a ſimilar celerity attending them. They are com- 


. 
4 


A (r} Vid. verſe 26. | 
þ x k | ; 290 
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| _ - . pared to a weaver”s ſputtle, which ſpeedily croſſes the 
430 threads of the ſhead (s). Alſo to a feeble and ſoon- 
fading flower. To a ſbadow, that paſſeth away with the 
rapid whirl of the ſpheres (t). They are faid to be 
but a hand's breadth (u). They are repreſented by a 
wind that paſſeth away, or that - we emit from our 
mouths (x). Alſo our lives are ſaid to be graſs, that 
ws > wo the morning, and is cut down at night (y). 
ea, they are compared to a very vapour which: 
* .appeareth o a little while, and ſoon vaniſheth away (2). 
How ſtriking are theſe images! May we not ſay," 
What are our lives? What dependance can we have 
0 you our own lives, or the lives of others? Do not 
eſe ſcriptures, - in effect, plainly ſay, Doft thou open 
thine eyes upon ſuch an one? (a) Or, in other words, 
Ceaſe from man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, for where® 
in is be to be accounted of (b). Should not theſe conſis 
derations cauſe'us to be indifferent to preſent things, 
becauſe the time is bort? Should they not teach us, 
the we have wives, to be as tho” we bad none? and if we 
| Weep, to be al the we wept not? and if we rejoice, as tho 
we rej oiced not? and if we buy, as ibo we poſſeſſed not? 
and zo uſe this world, as not abuſing it; becauſe the fa- 
ion of this world paſſeth away ? (c) Do they not teach 
us, not to preſume upon future time? not to boaſt of 
to-morrow ? (d) Where is to-morrow? For ought 
we know, with reſpect to ourſelves, it may be in eter- 
nity! Should we not be laying our accounts with 
death in every thing, and in all our connections? 
Should they not teach us, not to be ſurprized that 
our relations and friends die ſo ſoon; but rather to 
turn our aſtoniſhment into another channel, viz. that 
they live ſo long? Should they not admoniſh us to 
be getting ready for ſo ſolemn, and, which may be, 
ſo awfully ſudden a change ET 4 yy 


1 


(s) Job vii. 6. (e) Job xiv, 2. (2) Pſal. xxxix. 5. 
x) Pfal. hxvüi. 39. 0) Pſal, xc. 5, 6. (z) Jas. iv. 14. 
( Job xiv. 3. ) Iſa. ii. 22. (c) 1 Cor. vii. 29. 
4) Luke xii. 19.— Prov. xxvii. 1. 3 
SP This 


E 
This leads me, | Ps 
Secondly, To obſerve, That we need a heart-appli- 
cation of the blood of Chriſt, in order to a readineſs 
for this change, or to be capable of ſharing in this 
triumph. | | | > 


A ſenſe of this, may ſerve to cure us of a preſump- 
tive confidence, , whilſt we are ſtrangers to the grace of 
Cod in truth (e). If we are not ourſelves born again, 
we cannot enter into the kingdom of God (F). If we are 
not converted, and become as little children ; we ſhall in no 
wiſe be admitted (g). A new nature is as neceſſary 
as the blood of Chriſt. A meetneſs' for heaven 1s as 
requiſite as a title, I mean, by an application of the 
blood of Chriſt, virtually, to partake of the ſaving 
effects of it; having a preſent freedom from the guilt 
of our fin, by faith in this all-atoning blood; and, as 
a concluſive proof of it, power againſt the reign and 
dominion of fin in our hearts and lives; or, in other 
words, that ſin (as fin) be hated by us, and that it be 
our \abhorred burden, Sin ſhould always be the ob- 
ject that our hearts are irreconcilably ſet againſt (5). 
Be aſſured, / that if we are under the ſanctifying in- 
fluences of God's grace and ſpirit, this will be the 
caſe with us: for /n ſoall net haue dominion over a ſoul, 
under the reign of grace (i). In ſhort, either we muſt 
die to ſin here, or we mult die eternally for fin here- 
after; or be baniſhed from the preſence of the Lord, and 
the glory of bis power (t). It remains a ſolid and ſub- 
ſtantial truth, that an unapplied Chriſt ſaveth none. 
By Chriſt being applied, is intended a ſoul's applica- 
tion to, reception of, and reſting upon him; or, to. 
be called, juſtified, ſanctified, or made holy ;—tg 
have a ſuitableneſs in our nature for the enjoyment 
of a perfectly holy God, and a pure and ſpiritual. 
heaven, ſo as to be folaced with it. See to this, my 


). Col. i. 6. C/) Joh MY N Matt. xviii. 3. 
My ory vii. 19—20, of 6 — nl. 14. a b Theft. i. 4 
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* friends; it reſpects your own perſonal experi- 
Know, that you need Jeſus. Be aſſured, that 

are for ever undone without a perſonal intereſt 
in him. Be encouraged to apply to him. He caſteth 
out none- that come unto him, whatever they haye 
been, or, according to their own apprehenſions, are, 
if willing to be ſaved by him, and kim alone, and in 
his own way (0. Be perſuaded to give up yourſelves 

* 


to him to by arid not your own, any more * 
ever. N 1 


I add, 0 5 
© Thirdh, Should you be able to make out © your in- 
tereſt i in the blood and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, bleſs 
the Lord for it. Do you not know, that the Lord 
hath done great things for you already ? Are you not glad 
of it (m) Are you not inclined to ſay, Bleſs the Lord, 
O my ſoul, and al! that is within me bleſs bis holy name (n) ? 
Do you not know, that, being bought with @ price, 
even with the invaluable blood of Chrift, you ſhould 
glorify God in your bodies, and with your ſpirits, which are- 
; 555 ( Do you not hear the affectionate Paul ſay, 
Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory] Are you not 
ready to concur with him? In order that you may 
properly diſcharge this duty, endeavour to walk worthy 
r God, who, thro' Chriſt Jeſys, bath called you to bis 
| kingdom and glory. To walk worthy of bim, 10 all well. 
FHleafing (p). To ſhow forth his praiſe ; and in eyery 

el to have a converſation according 10 the 00 
—— forth the word of life, in a living example. 
Shining as light in the world (r). Thus will you 0 | 
rify God on earth. This will be un. * Foun 

as becometh ſaints. | 

- Fourthly, If our friends, who have paſſed off the 

0 N 37. (A) Pal. exxvi. 2, 3. (=) Pſal. eiii. 1, 2 


( 1 Cor. vi, 20. ( 1 Theſſ. ii. 14. Col. 1. 10. 
| * 1 Peter ii. 9. Phil. i. 27. (r) Phil. ii. Ban Matt. v. 16. 
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ſtage of life, were intereſted in this triumph, how % | Fl 
ſhould it reconcile us to their death? _ r 
What is there here that calls for the Chriſtian's ſtay, Bl 
| 1 

g 


any longer than to glorify God, and to accomplifh 
his ſovereign pleaſure ? Do not the ſaints long to de- 
part bence, to be with Chriſt, which is far better (5). 
Would it not be cruel to wiſh our glorified friends 
back- again into this vale of tears, into this world of 
conflict? Did not our dear-departed Sifter, whoſe 
death we are now commemorating, ſuppoſe it, when, 
in her death-bed ſickneſs, it was obſerved to her that 
ſhe was a little better? “ What! ſaid ſhe, would 
«© you have me to return and enter again upon this 
« world of fin and temptation !' Was it not the 
pleaſing views ſhe had of the efficacious death of 
Chriſt, which cauſed her ſo repeatedly to adopt the 
Apoſtle's triumphant words in our text? And, as I 
have been credibly informed by her ſurviving huſband, 

that ſhe many times ſaid, with ſeemingly ſpiritual 
feryour, Thanks be to God which giveth us the vial 
thro our Lord Feſus Chriſt, How reconciling are theſe 
conſiderations? Should we not much rather bleſs 
God for making them ready, and taking them to 
himſelf, than regret their removal? Let not our 
ſelfiſh principles here prevail, but give place to, and 
leave room for, the more noble and generous powers 
of the renewed foul. In every thing give thanks(t). 
This may be a ſoothing thought to you, my much- 
eſteemed brother, the mourning widower. of the de- 
ceaſed z and to all other ſurviving relatives, and 
fr tends. Again, . : 


 Fifibly, Let us be excited to follow them, who, thro 
faith and patience, are now inberiting the promiſes ; or, 
agreeable to the Apoltle's advice, let us run with pa- 
tience the race ſet before us, looking unto Jeſus, and re- 


(s) Phil. i. 23. Rev. xxii. 20. (:) 1 Theſf. v. 18. | 15 | 
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ceiving the increaſe of our faith from him, as well as | 


learning invincible patience by his example (2). 


Let the life that we live in the fleſh be by the faith of | 


_ the ſon of God, who loved us, and gave himſelf for us (to). 
Let us endure hardneſs as good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt. Be 
ſtrong in that grace there is in him (x). In patience, let us 


poſſeſs aur fouls (y)). We ſhall have trials, and ſhould 
patiently bear them. If we ſo endure them, we are hap- 
Y (z). It is a child's mark to be tried, and to endure 
with a chriſtian temper (a). The way to heaven is 
thro much tribulation (Y); and therefore we ſhould arm 
ourſelves, with this armour of patience, upon the right- 
hand, and upon the /eft.. Being tried, and, by the 
grace of God, enduring to the end (c), we ſhall receive 
the promiſe. Our afflictions, being ſanctified, will 
work out for us a far more exceeding and eternal eveight 
of glory (d). Then hold out in faith and patience ; their 
work may be ſharp; but it muſt of neceſſity be 
ſhort. Soon be that uy come will come, and will not 


tarm (c). 
1 only add once more, 
Sixthly and lafth, Thus following them in their faith 


and patience, we ſhall ſhortly overtake them, and be 
12 with them in bliſsful climes for ever. 


Feſus, to whom we are directed to look, os ſat down 


9 right-hand of the throne of God; where there is 


heither cro/s nor ſhane (F). Moſes bad reſpect unto the 


recompence f reward (g). ' Abraham,” after patiently en- 


during, obtained the accompliſhment of the promiſe God 
made unto. him (5). And fo ſhall it be, Chriſtian, i in 
thy caſe; for God hath promiſed eternal life, and the 
end of * faith and Phience ſhall be crowned with the 


(z) Heb. xii, 2. (w) Gal. ii. 20. (x) 2 Tim. ii. 1. 3. 


( Luke xxi. 19. (2) James v. 11. (a) Heb. xii. 7 
(6) Acts vii. 22. Rev. vii. 1 25 (c) Matth. xxiv. 13. 
(4)-2 Cor. iv. 17; © (e) eb. x. 37. * Heb. xii. 2. 


| (2) Heb. xi. 26. (#) Heb. vi. * 


fulfilment 


| E is 3 | 
fulfilment of it (i). Yea, thy foul ſhall, upon her diſ- 
miſſion from the body, be preſent with ra Lord (&). 


And the time will ſoon commence; when the grave 
ſhall reſign its prey, and thy body riſe glorious, immor- 
tal and 3 never to ſee corruption more, or 
be a clog to thy active ſoul. It ſhall be a ſpiritual Body, 
ſuited to, and a fit- companion for, thy precious ſoul ; 
and both ſhall be active in the realms of bliſs, and 
ſervice of God, for ever (). The Lord himſelf ſhall de- 
ſcend from beaven with a Hout, and with the voice of the 
arch angel, and the trump of God: and the dead in Chrift 
ſhall riſe rt; and uſe e that are alive, and remain, unto 
the coming of the Lord, ſhall be caught up together to meet 
the Lord in the air; and ſo ſhall we be ever with the 
Lord(m). Andin this chapter, out of which my text 
is, verſe 52, The trumpet ſhall ſound, and the dead ſball be 
raiſed incorruptible, and we ſhall be changed. 

All the redeemed blood-bought throng ſhall then 
be preſent, and Jeſus, the adorable Saviour, will ſay, 
Here am J, and the children thou haſt given me (); and 
ſo ſhall they fit down with him to the marriage. ſupper 
of the Lamb, and feaſt with him for ever (o). Sin be- 

removed, ſorrow ſhall ceaſe (). Now, and not 
tl now, ſhall the whole of what my text refers to be 
actually accompliſhed ; For now ſhall be brought to paſs 
the ſaying that is written, death is ſwallowed up in victo- 
ry (4). The ſting of death is lolt ; = 2 n: 
and the glorious triumph, which was n on earth, 
ſhall be conſummated in heaven. The redeemed 
company will then, in full chorus, and real concert, 
begin, and perpetually carry on, the pleaſing fong 
which ſhall never ceaſe (r). 


(i) Tit. i. 2. 1 John ii. 25. 00 2 Cor. v.'8. 
(/) 1 Cor. xv. 4254. ( 1 Theſſ. iv. 17. () II. viii. 18. 
Heb. ii. 13. (e) Matt. xxv. 10. Rev. xix. 7—9. 
(p) Rev. xxi. 4. (9) If, xv, 8, GH. 1 f 
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